




2 Corinthians 4:7-11 NRSV 
7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does

not come from us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but

not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be made visible in our bodies. 11 For while we live, we
are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the

life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.



2 Corinthians 12:9 NRSV 
9 but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly

of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.











Proverbs 13:12 NRSV 
12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a

tree of life.



Sick: incurable affliction (Hebrew Lexicon) 





Matthew 27:62-66 ESV 
62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief
priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said,
“Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still

alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore order the tomb
to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and

steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’
and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to
them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as

you can.” 66 So they went and made the tomb secure by
sealing the stone and setting a guard.





Acts 4:7, 10 NIV 
7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to

question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”

10 …It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man

stands before you healed.



Acts 5:16-18 NIV 
16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem,

bringing their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and
all of them were healed. 17 Then the high priest and all his

associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees,
were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put

them in the public jail.



Acts 5:33-35 ESV 
33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill

them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a
teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and
gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he
said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do

with these men.



Acts 5:38-39 ESV 
38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men

and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man,
it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow

them. 
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“Live and let live.”
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Say your prayers 

and sharpen your swords.



Gamaliel  

“Live and let live.”

Shammai  

Say your prayers 

and sharpen your swords.



“Rabbi Gamaliel’s philosophy could be summed up as “live and
let live”... However the opposing view taught by Rabbi

Shammai was “Say your prayers and sharpen your swords.” 
- NT Wright, Paul: A Biography (Chapter 2, paraphrase). 



Acts 7:58-59, 8:1 ESV 
58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man
named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called

out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

8:1 And Saul approved of his execution.



Philippians 3:5-6 NIV 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a

Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for
righteousness based on the law, faultless.



Acts 8:1, 3 ESV 
And there arose on that day a great persecution against the
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout

the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles... 
3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after

house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to
prison.



Acts 9:3-5 ESV 
3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling

to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?”

And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.



Acts 9:9 ESV
9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor

drank.



Acts 9:18-19 ESV 
18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes,
and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19

and taking food, he was strengthened.



Acts 9:26 ESV 
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join
the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not

believe that he was a disciple.



Galatians 1:18 ESV 
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas

(Peter) and remained with him fifteen days.



Galatians 2:1 
1 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with

Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 



“7 to 10 years later Paul was still riding God’s bench in Tarsus,
waiting in the wings. By then he was in his mid-40s. He had

probably been ostracized by his family and suffered expulsion
from the synagogue. As he waited, the world and, indeed, the
missionary mandate seemed to be passing him by. He worked
in his trade as a tent maker, sitting and knitting a tent when he

was called to so much more.” 
- Dawson Jarrell 



2 Corinthians 11:24-27 NLT 
24 Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me thirty-nine

lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned.
Three times I was shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night and a
day adrift at sea. 26 I have traveled on many long journeys. I have
faced danger from rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger

from my own people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have
faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, and on the seas. And I

have faced danger from men who claim to be believers but are not.
27 I have worked hard and long, enduring many sleepless nights. I
have been hungry and thirsty and have often gone without food. I
have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep warm







“Paul… a man small in size, bald-headed, bandy-legged, 
well-built, with eyebrows meeting together, rather long-nosed,

full of grace.” 
(Acts of Paul 2.3)



Psalm 34:18 NIV 
18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who

are crushed in spirit.



2 Corinthians 4:7-11 NRSV 
7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does

not come from us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but

not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be made visible in our bodies. 11 For while we live, we
are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the

life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.
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2 Corinthians 12:9 NRSV 9 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for power[a] is made perfect in

weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+cor+12%3A9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29016a



